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Room 319 MacEwan Student Centre
2500 University Dr. NW
Calgary, AB, T2N 1N4


City Beat Reporter (1 position)

The city beat reporter plays a vital role in extending the Gauntlet’s reach beyond campus by covering Calgary’s City Hall with a student-centered lens. The beat reporter tracks municipal governance, policy debates, and civic decisions that directly affect students from public transit to housing affordability to other various issues that intersect between our campus community and city hall. This role demands someone willing to be proactive as a journalist, willing to put themselves out there, and learn. The role also requires the beat reporter to attend council and committee meetings both in-person and virtually, and translate complex civic processes into clear, accurate stories that resonate with the campus community. This is a salaried contract position beginning June 8, 2026, and ending April 30, 2027, reporting to the Editor-in-Chief, News Editor, and Features Editor. 

The following is tentative and subject to change as per the needs of the editorial board:

Section(s) responsibilities:
· Maintaining and posting regular office hours. 
· Attend Calgary City Council and relevant committee meetings (either in person or virtually) that have direct bearing on students’ lives. 
· Cultivating working relationships with City of Calgary Councillors, staff, and advocacy groups focused on housing, transit, and post-secondary issues. 
· Tracking the City of Calgary’s annual budget process, with attention to line items that affect affordable housing, public transit, and UCalgary-area infrastructure. 
· Reporting on municipal housing policy, including affordable units, student-adjacent neighborhoods, and rental regulations that affect students renting in Calgary. 
· Monitoring city policies and programs related to students that affect them and their time at the University of Calgary. 
· Recording statements from key stakeholders, including city Councillors, city staff, and student advocates, ensuring accuracy in all quotes and facts. 
· Providing fact-based, objective coverage of civic events without engaging in editorial analysis, delivering, unembellished reports to keep the campus informed.
· Working with the News and Features editors to ensure timely delivery of coverage, filing reports quickly and accurately. 
· Developing a comprehensive understanding of ongoing municipal issues, capturing both immediate events and long-term trends that shape student life in Calgary. 

Recruitment/training:
· Recruiting volunteers to be fellow city reporters that can assist with role duties.
· Attending weekly News meetings to stay updated on coverage for the two sections. 

Editorial duties:
· Attending weekly editorial/pitch meetings.
· Being prepared to discuss stories for the upcoming week at the editorial meeting.
· Keeping up to date on city and campus events which may be relevant to the news and features section.
· Assisting in the production of short-form video content to be a part of social media. 
Job requirements:
1. Current undergraduate students at the University of Calgary. 
2. Experience in Canadian Press Style.
3. Organizational and management skills.
4. Technical skills:
· Interviewing;
· Copy-editing;
· WordPress, recommended.

Reports to: Editor-in-chief, News Editor, Features Editor
Oversees: City Reporters, volunteers.

Please submit your cover letter, resume and three (3) samples of related writing pieces via email to the Hiring Committee: hiring@thegauntlet.ca.

Deadline for applications is Monday, May 4, 2026, at 4 pm. 
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